Abstract A novel nitrogen-containing compound, named xylactam (1), was isolated from the fruiting bodies of ascomycete Xylaria euglossa together with two known compounds penochalasin B2 and neoechinulin A. Their structures were elucidated on the basis of spectral data.
Xylaria euglossa Fr. is a rot-wood-inhabiting ascomycete, mainly occurring on stumps and fallen branches of forested areas in the Southwest of China [1] . Many unique secondary metabolites have been found in the fungi of this genus. During the study of Xylaria sp., various new metabolites had been discovered, including cytochalasins [2, 3] , globoscin [4] , lactones [5] , maldoxin [6] , sesquiterpenoids [7, 8] , xylaramide [9] , xylarin [10] , and xyloketals [11] . As a part of our search for naturally occurring bioactive metabolites of the higher fungi in Yunnan province [12] , we have carried out a detailed chemical investigation on the fungus Xylaria euglossa Fr. and isolated a new nitrogen-containing compound, xylactam (1), along with two known alkaloids, penochalasin B2 and neoechinulin A from extracts of the fruiting bodies.
Fruiting bodies of Xylaria euglossa were collected at Ailao mountain of Yunnan province, P. R. China, in July Xylactam (1) (2) from Xylaria polymorpha previously reported [13] , compound 1 can be considered as one substructure A with four substituent groups.
The HMBC spectrum revealed that the exchangeable proton at d H 13.78 belonged to a phenolic OH group coupled to carbons at d C 102.5 (C-7), 120.8 (C-5) and 164.8 (C-6). The latter signal was attributed to a carbon bearing a phenolic hydroxyl, and the strong coupling of the OH proton to the carbon at d C 102.5 and 120.8 suggested the direct neighborhood of the OH group to the aromatic The spectral data and physical properties of penochalasin B2 and neoechinulin A were identical with the data previously reported [14, 15] . Penochalasin B was reported to exhibite potent cytotoxicity against cultured P 388 cells [14] .
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